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TRAGEDES OF
L JEEN
TREASURY
SCRAP 60

By BILL PRICE.

At the Mint Bureau of the Tress-
ary a few days ago arrived & pa-
thetic Jetter from & poor widow, and
fnclosed [n a package with it was &
set of falss teeth, liberally filled with

id

The testh had belonged to the hus-
band, who had dled leaving her noth-
ing, although once s wealthy man.
The poor woman, the words of her
lstter showing great grief, asked
whather the Mint Bureau would pay
for the guld in the teeth.

Rule Broken for Widow.

Although the rules of the bureas
and the miats and assay offices undar
it prohibit the purchases of sorap gold
walued at lows tham §100, Raymond
Bhker, director of the United States
Mint Dureau, sent the teeth to the
sisay offics in New York with al-
rections to forwarnd the poor woman
payment for the amount of gold found
by thes offioa.

*The human tragediea behind pleces
of old geld and silver sent to the
mints sach yasar and bought by the
Government run into the thousanda™
said the tender-hearted woman clerlk,
who sat musing over many of the
sad storigs that had come under her
noties after years of work Iln the
mint bureau.

Pathos In Every Ounee. 5

“See this ans line In the last an
nual report of the director of the
mint,” ahs went on. “It shows that
in the fiscal year, 1018, the Governs
ment bought ‘Jeweler's scrap’ to the
walue of $8,080,000. Well, undasr this
beading there ls included all the
scrap gold bought that year from
Jowelers, pawn brokers, and indi
viduais, and thers was pathos back
of naariy eyery ounse of IL"

Congreas glivesa the Mint Bureau
esch year a substantial bulilen fund
for the purchass of gold and silver
Yeow of the purchases are mads In
Washington, although thousands of
wisitors coming to this city sach year
bave sn ldea that the Government has
a mint hers and turms out its gold
and sllvar coins undsr the shadew of
the Treasury.

The purchases are made at elther
of the thres colnage mints or elght
aasky offices outalde of Washington
The bulk of the purchases are of for-
elgn. coina and Alaska-minad gold,
but “Jewaslers’ scrap™ is an important
ftem. Mo matter in what form the

Jd goes to the CGovernment, It -l
melted In electrolytical refinecies in
the assay offices and the price pald
according to the bulllon obtained
therefrem. This bulllon goes back
into gold coin, Into the manufacture
of «jeweiry, and for use in the lndus-
trial arts.

Hlerap” Carries Own Storles

S0 there frequently come through
the Mint Bureau here pleces of Jew-
slry and silverwars that carry thelr
own stories of blastied and broken hu-
man lives; of woes and viclasitudes
apdless in numbaer.

it may be the wedding ring of
Bappy days past and gone, followed
by poverty and miafortuna In later
years; & child’s or woman's chaln or
Jockstl. the latter somelimes contain-
iag & photograph of one dearly loved;
& watch, the eagraving upon which
t0id of the esleem of friends or joved
ones; soclety asd fratermal emblems;
gold medals awarded to herces who
have passed away asd left thelr fam-
files in destitute circumstances; trink-
ets precious and pumercus, Dow W
ba parted with, deapite the memories
that linger with them, even after the
melting pot has done [tz work

To these ares to be added exguisitely
beauntiful family sllverware, bearing
lascriptive messages from relatives
and friends of the loag ako, some of
1t banded down from fether to som and
mother to dsughter, now of grestest
walue in keeping poverty from the
door or in carrring om the educalion
of & charizshed son or daughler

And to this is the gruesomencss of
the "scrap gold” coming from crema-
tories throughout the land. For Gov-
erament officials know that in the In-
cineration of the dead there is often
Jeft In (he ashes particles of gold
that once afdorned the (reth of a
bhealthy, liviag being. Crematory
attendanis are walchful for these
small pieces of gold, and dispose of
them so that they are amang the
“serap” whicrh the Covernmeal buys
shd turns into bullien

Dentists turp in many particles that
eansot be used agzin because they
m afized to metzls which can be

h Government's
of
.p:ulﬁ fllilnge
T | enough to
save the 8l I"s.n it is sinted

His Baviangs a “Jumble.™

Not loog ago the Treasurer recelved

from & uewsboy in an American towsn

A mass of metal, mellsd to-
ge her by st had destroyod
the boy's | | ad put awny
his savings | 1 bank and the

Cworle. He asked

armed

fire had d

x11] redeem paper
money threa-fifths of which remaine,
even where enough of charred paper
remaing to determines what its de

pomition had been
In the boys case nothing could be
done. and the melzl was pant to “Ray™

Balker ihe sxperts in the mint tu-
peay arrived st the conclusion that
the mass had originally be - worth

about 60 conts The law could give
mno relie’, but Baker gladdensd tha
little fellow's heart by sending him
s criap new ¥1 hill
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Practical asd Sciemtifie By,
perjence Ceoeabinad,
CORRECT TIME
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Pauls
Watlch and Chromoemedier Maker.
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Char";es w.
Goddard

is the

Author

Its plot is of
Startling
Originality

TO-DAY “THE SEVEN PEARLS” WILL BE SHOWN FOR
THE FIRST TIME. It has passed the acid test of exhibitors’
inspection, and been pronounced the most fascinating, thrilling,
absorbing serial ever screened, It is now ready for YOUR
verdict. See it and be captivated. Not a single member of the
family can afford to miss this marvellous production. It has
everything—intrigue, adventure, mystery, thrills, suspense, daring
deeds, beautiful scenery, and a wonderful love story. Start
with the first episode. You will never miss one thereafter.
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Ar Best Morion Picrure Tueatres STARTING TO-DAY
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It abounds with

Thrills

and

Mystery

Read the thrlling story
of the first episode m this
issue of The Washington
Times. See it on the

screen this week and every

week thereafter.
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